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Area  in  Acres,  297.  Population  1911  Census,  8,1  54. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

S.  MORRIS  GREEN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
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The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  30-5,  an  increase  of  -8  per  1000 
on  last  year  and  a  decrease  of  T7  on  the  last  10  years’  average. 

The  Births  comprise  122  males  and  122  females. 

The  Death  Rate  is  17*1,  an  increase  of  2-62  per  1000  and  the 
same  as  the  last  10  years’  average. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  is  187,  comprising  62  males  and 
75  females.  22  of  these  were  Prescot  residents  who  died  in 
Institutions  outside  the  district,  chiefly  at  Whiston  Union  and 
Rainhill  Asylum.  One  quarter  of  the  deaths  were  of  65  years  of 
age  and  upwards. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  are  Measles,  15  ;  Bronchitis,  15  ; 
Pneumonia,  10;  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  11  ;  and  Senility,  14. 

The  Epidemic  Death  Rate  is  3  62  per  1000,  an  increase  of  2  62 
over  last  year,  and  ’80  over  last  10  years'  average. 

The  Phthisis  Death  Rate  is  87,  a  decrease  of  -50  on  last  year, 
and  a  decrease  of  -26  on  the  last  10  years'  average. 

The  Respiratory  Death  Rate  is  3  00,  an  increase  of  -63  on  last 
year  and  a  decrease  of  -20  on  the  last  10  years’  average. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  148,  an  increase  of  44  per  1000  births 
on  last  year  and  a  decrease  of  3  on  10  years’  average.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  12  months  is  35  ;  10  of  these 
were  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (laud  and  inland  water),  297  acres. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  8,154,  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,718,  Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  4  7  at  Census,  1911 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  283,  illegitimate  11. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  j  g,. 

illegitimate  infants  | 
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Infectious  Disease. 


There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  Infectious  diseases 
during  the  year.  Excluding  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  there  were 
121  cases  notified,  compared  with  48  last  year.  The  increase  was 
owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  during  August,  September 
and  October.  Altogether  there  were  92  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
reported,  with  3  deaths.  Two  special  Reports  were  made  and 
copies  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 
The  greater  part  of  the  epidemic  was  directly  traced  to  ice  cream 
from  two  shops.  The  sale  of  this  was  stopped,  after  which  there 
was  a  marked  diminuation  of  cases.  The  two  ice  cream  shops  were 
close  together,  and  a  boy  living  at  one  of  the  shops  was  discovered 
to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever,  which  he  had  had  for  three 
weeks  to  a  month  prior  to  seeking  Medical  advice.  During  this 
time  the  privy  at  the  rear  of  the  shop  had  become  infected  with  the 
excreta  from  the  patient  and  probably  the  ice  cream  had  become 
infected  by  flies.  As  far  as  can  be  discovered  he  had  no  hand 
whatever  in  the  making,  handling  or  distribution  of  the  ice  cream. 

The  epidemic  spread  to  the  neighbouring  townships  of 
Eccleston,  Rainhill  and  The  Holt,  and  it  was  found  that  nearly 
every  case  had  consumed  some  of  the  ice  cream. 

A  copy  of  the  Special  Report  is  enclosed  with  this  Report. 

Altogether  26  cases  of  Typhoid  were  removed  to  the  Whiston 
Sanatorium.  In  addition  to  other  precautions,  and  as  the 
Sanatorium  was  full  up  with  cases  from  Prescot,  Rainhill,  The  Holt 
and  Eccleston,  the  Council  engaged  two  Fever  Nurses  to  visit  the 
houses  of  the  patients,  to  assist  iu  nursing,  and  to  educate  the 
people  as  regards  precautions,  and  see  that  the  same  were  carried 
out  as  far  as  possible. 

Amongst  the  poorer  patients  allowances  were  made  for  milk, 
&c.,  from  a  private  fund. 
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Considering  the  severity  of  the  cases,  it  is  extremely  fortunate 
that  there  were  only  three  fatal  cases. 

Dr.  Reece,  a  Local  Government  Board  Medical  Officer,  made 
a  visit  of  several  days,  aud  made  a  personal  investigation  of  many 
of  the  cases  with  me  and  gave  valuable  information.  Warning 
notices  and  printed  instructions  were  distributed  to  all  the  houses 
in  the  town. 

The  epidemic  undoubtedly  proved  the  danger  to  a  community 
of  the  existance  of  privy  middens. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  there  was  an  epidemic 
of  Measles,  of  which  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
County  Council  had  Special  Reports  sent  them.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  close  Houghton  Street  and  the  Council  Schools  from 
April  18th  to  May  16th,  1913,  as  there  were  338  cases  of  Measles. 
The  epidemic  rapidly  abated  afterwards. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  20  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during 
the  year,  with  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. — Pulmonary,  15  cases  with  5  deaths. 

,,  Non-Pulmonary,  8  cases  and  2  deaths. 

No  accommodation  has  been  provided  by  the  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis  patients. 

Altogether  there  were  40  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  removed 
to  the  Whiston  Sanatorium. 


Infectious  Diseases,  Year  ended  31st  December,  1913. 
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SANITATION. 


Situation  of  Town. 

The  Town  is  healthily  situated  on  a  hill  about  200  to  275  feet 
above  ordnance  watermark,  which  ensures  good  drainage  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  on  the  S.W.  of  the  district  about  f  of  a  mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  Town. 

The  area  of  Prescot  has  been  extended  by  112  acres. 


Population. 

The  population  last  census  was  8,150,  comprising  4,120  males, 
4,084  females.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4  7.  The 
number  of  houses  inhabited  is  1,724,  and  practically  every  house  is 
tenanted. 


Employment. 

The  chief  occupation  is  cable  making  at  the  Works  of  the 
British  Insulated  &  Helsby  Cables,  Ltd.,  which  is  healthy  work,  and 
constant  employment  is  found  for  upwards  of  2,000  people. 

During  the  year  1918  there  has  been  practically  no  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  Prescot. 
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Out-Door  Poor  Law  Relief. 


Quarter  ending  March,  1913 
,,  June 

,,  September  ,, 

,,  December  ,, 


£155  17  9 

152  17  2 
160  6  8 
172  11  0 


Total  for  Year  ending  December,  1918  £641  12  2 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  Hivington  and  Vyrnwy  supplies 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  and  is  of  excellent  character.  The 
main  reservoir  is  situated  on  the  N.E.  outskirts  of  this  Town. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Town  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system,  and  owing  to 
the  elevation  of  the  Town  good  gradients  are  obtained  and  a  good 
sewerage  system  is  in  force.  The  sewage  disposal  works  which 
have  been  established  for  four  years  at  a  cost  of  £9,000,  comprise 
screening  chambers,  detritus  tanks,  hydrolytic  and  hydrolising  tanks, 
and  two  upper  and  two  lower  circular  filter  beds,  80  feet  in  diameter, 
on  which  the  sewage  is  distributed  by  revolving  sprinklers,  producing 
an  excellent  effluent. 

There  are,  at  present,  exclusive  of  the  large  factories,  814  privy 
middens,  9  pail  closets,  and  1,077  water  closets  in  the  Town.  The 
number  of  conversions  from  privies  to  W.C.’s  during  the  year  is  53. 
The  Council  require  all  new  houses  to  have  W.C.’s. 
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Twenty-one  drains  have  been  l’e-laid  and  two  Inspection 
Chambers  built.  Many  long  standing  defects  have  been  remedied 
at  property  in  Houghton  Street,  Carver’s  Yards,  Parker’s  Court,  &c., 
the  defects  being  chiefly  those  of  ventilation,  lighting,  pavement 
and  general  repairs  to  property. 

An  important  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council  in 
converting  the  privies  at  their  87  houses  in  Halsall  Street,  Moss 
Street,  and  Eaton  Street  into  water  closets,  and  supplying  bins  in 
place  of  the  ashpits. 

The  Council  are  considering  a  scheme  for  the  wholesale 
conversion  of  all  the  privies  and  privy  middens  in  the  Town  into 
water  closets,  and  bins  for  refuse,  and  there  is  no  doubt  this  work 
will  be  carried  out  at  an  early  date. 

The  Council  have  acquired  a  site  adjoining  their  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  it  is  expected  to 
utilize  this  depot  at  an  early  date. 

The  plan  of  substituting  bins  in  place  of  ashpits  is  being 
followed  and  this  has  been  found  a  great  improvement  on  the  old 
method. 


Sanitary  Inspection. 

A  demolition  order  was  served  on  the  owner  of  back  No.  19, 
Highfield  Place,  and  the  property  has  since  been  demolished. 
No.  9,  Highfield  Place  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation ; 
four  cottages  in  Ward  Street, — three  in  a  Court  at  the  rear  of 
Nos.  14,  16  and  18,  and  one  at  the  rear  of  No.  20 — have  been  closed 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Demolition  orders  have  since  been 
made  for  these  four  houses.  Ejectment  orders  were  asked  for  at 
the  local  Police  Court  before  some  of  the  tenants  of  these  cottages 
could  be  removed. 
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230  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  by  Mr.  Norris  (the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances)  and  myself.  Fourteen  houses  were  considered  unfit 
for  habitation.  The  chief  defects  were  want  of  ventilation,  insanitary 
or  defective  pavements,  and  insanitary  privies  and  ashpits,  and  want 
of  repairs.  A  number  of  improvements  have  since  been  carried  out 
at  these  blocks  of  property. 

Practically  every  house  in  Prescot  is  occupied,  and  there  is  a 
shortage  of  cottage  property,  but  this  will  probably  be  met  next 
year,  as  the  Council  are  erecting  13  new  houses  and  the  British 
Insulated  &  Helsby  Cables,  Ltd.  are  considering  a  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a  large  number  just  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town. 


STREET  IMPROVEMENTS,  &c. 


The  Council  have  seriously  taken  in  hand  the  paving  and 
making  up  of  the  back  passages  in  the  Town.  During  the  past 
vear  passages  in  Hope  Street  (both  sides),  Eaton  Street,  Moss 
Street,  Evans  Street,  and  at  the  rear  of  Alexandra  Terrace  have 
been  made  up  and  the  remainder  are  under  consideration. 

Lodging  Houses. 

An  additional  lodging  house  has  been  registered  during  the 
year,  making  three  altogether  in  the  Town.  These  are  well  kept 
and  inspected  regularly. 


Schools. 

Owing  to  the  improvements  carried  out  at  the  schools  last  year 
these  are  now  in  good  condition.  I  have  seen  Dr.  Arkle,  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  this  District  on  many  occasions,  and  we  keep 


each  other  acquainted  with  all  matters  concerning  the  health  of  the 
children.  Dr.  Butterworth  has  introduced  into  Prescot  a  system 
in  which  the  School  Attendance  Officer  sends  weekly  reports, 
tabulated,  of  all  the  absentees  from  school,  shewing  the  diseases  on 
account  of  which  they  have  stayed  away.  This  proves  invaluable, 
especially  as  regards  diseases  which  are  not  notifiable,  such  as 
measles,  eczema,  chicken  pox,  etc. 

Bake-houses. 

Seven  in  number  (including  one  underground)  and  four 
confectioners,  all  in  good  condition. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Four  in  number.  Considerable  improvement  has  been  made 
at  Mr.  Martindale’s  in  Stone  Street.  Most  of  the  meat  is  obtained 
from  the  Liverpool  Abattoirs  aud  the  slaughter  houses  are  rarely 
used. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Ten  in  number;  kept  clean  and  satisfactorily. 


Cowsheds. 

Five  in  number,  which  are  satisfactory.  The  minimum  of 
800  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each  cow  is  required. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Forty-two  samples  taken  by  the  Police.  No  prosecutions. 

Two  specimens  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  analysed  from  two 
shops,  and  evidence  of  faecal  contamination  was  found.  Owing  to 
the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  a  strict  watch  was  kept  on  all  food  supplies, 
especially  milk  aud  ice  cream. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 


Registered  Workshops. 

Watch  Movements  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  12 

Files  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  6 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Toolmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Millinery,  Tailoring,  aud  Dressmaking  ...  8 

Total  ...  48 


They  are  regularly  inspected  twice  each  year,  and  are  in  good 
condition  and  generally  kept  clean.  One  hundred  aud  eight  visits 
were  made,  eight  defects  found  and  these  have  since  been  remedied. 


Disinfection. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  eleven  dwelling  houses  were 
disinfected,  and  the  Schools  once  each.  During  the  outbreak  of 
Typhoid  special  attention  was  paid  to  disinfection.  The  disinfect¬ 
ants  were  freely  given  out.  At  places  where  the  patient  was  being 
attended  to  at  home,  a  special  covered  galvanized  pail  was  used  for 
the  excreta,  which  was  removed  daily  and  the  contents  either  burned 
or  buried  in  lime.  The  pail  was  afterwards  disinfected  and  returned. 
The  whole  of  the  privies  aud  ashpits  in  the  Town  were  emptied  and 
no  accumulation  allowed.  Ashpits  were  sprinkled  with  lime  and 
disinfectants.  Over  £100  worth  of  disinfecting  powders  aud  fluids 
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were  given  out  during  the  outbreak.  Clothing  and  bedding  have 
been  sent  to  the  Sanatorium,  Wkiston,  and  disinfected  by  the 
Waskiugton-Lyons  Steam  Disinfector. 

Houses  are  disinfected  after  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirements. 

Conversion  of  privies  and  privy  middens  to  water  closets 
and  bins. 

Paving  of  back  passages. 

Further  general  improvements  to  property. 


S.  MORRIS  GREEN, 


M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
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